S TA R T I N G P O I N T

Session two

Key Verses

Romans 5:8, John 3:16,
Ephesians 2:8-9

Teaching No t e s
Plan of salvation

Key Themes

God’s eternal plan of grace revealed
through Christ’s death on the cross
Eternal life through faith in Christ

INNOCENCE

God has a good, purposeful plan of reconciliation and redemption for all mankind through
faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross

INTRODUCTION

God’s Grace

The centerpiece of all history
CONSCIENCE

Our problem (Romans 3:23)

PROMISE

But God showed his great love for us by sending
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
– Romans 5:8

God’s love
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For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
will not perish but have eternal life. – John 3:16
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God’s solution (Romans 6:23 & Romans 3:25-26)

God’s gift: salvation, by grace through faith
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you
can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation
is not a reward for the good things we have done, so
none of us can boast about it. – Ephesians 2:8-9

Faith (Romans 5:1-2)

New and eternal life (Titus 3:4-7)

Lesson Objective:
To understand that salvation comes through faith in the death of Jesus Christ and that His death was
sufficient payment for all our sins.
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p er s o n a l s t u dy
Each session, we will provide you with a guide for personal study to reinforce what has been taught
and help you take steps to grow spiritually. Growing spiritually requires you to spend time alone with
God and apply His truth to your life. We highly encourage you to make room in your weekly schedule
for this time with God and His Word.

Prepare your heart and mind
Begin your time with God by asking Him to quiet your heart and mind. Ask Him to help you
focus on Him, His Word, and what He wants to share with you today.

Read John 3:16
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him will not perish but have eternal life. – John 3:16
This is one of the most popular Bible verses. Many people, Christian or not, know it. And there’s
a good reason for that. What this verse summarizes is the beautiful picture of God’s grace for
all. We are offered salvation from an eternity in hell by a loving God who paid for the sins of all
humanity, by the death of His son Jesus Christ.
Often when reflecting on this verse it’s natural to think about what it means for the whole
world. While this is true, it is important to look at this verse personally as well.
For this is how God loved me: He gave his one and only Son, so that through believing in him I will
not perish but have eternal life.
Imagine reading in the newspaper that anyone who showed up at their local post office could
collect a thousand dollars with no questions asked. You would have to believe it to be true to be
motivated to get in the car and go check it out. While the thousand dollars is there and is freely
available to all, each person must choose to receive it. The same is true with the free gift of God’s
grace. It is there and free to all, but it must be received by faith.

Read the following passage of scripture:
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.
Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
– Ephesians 2:8-9
Re-read the passage above and circle what God is offering us.
As you read the passage again, underline your role in the process.
Read the passage one more time and put a box around what doesn’t earn our salvation.
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Think about what God has done by His grace. It’s simply by believing Him for our salvation that
we are saved. There’s nothing you can do to make God love you any more or any less.

Read Romans 5:8 and 6:23
It’s humbling to think about the great love and mercy God has shown us by making a way for us
to be made right with Him when we did nothing to deserve it.
Think about a time that you were given something you wanted or needed, with “no strings
attached.” How did it feel to receive this gift? How did you respond?

When have you been tempted to believe God loved you less or more because of something you did?

There’s nothing we can do to make God love us any more or any less. God’s love is completely
demonstrated by what Jesus did for us on the cross. Our only role is to respond in faith to God’s
free gift of grace.

Read Romans 5:1-2
What privileges of placing our faith in Christ are mentioned in these verses?

Prayer time

God’s love is proved in Jesus’ willingness to die on the cross for you. Your only role is to believe
God and receive the free gift of grace. Spend some time with God talking over the scripture you
have read, asking Him to increase your understanding of His amazing grace.

The B ib l e - a s i m p l e ove r v i e w
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