


Transformative Nature of 
Narrative
Ways in which Story is Powerful



Stories as the Basis of Worldview 

• Rival narratives are, “…overarching stories that give each 
member of a group of people the communally shared perception 
of reality. One’s cultural metanarrative is the collectively held 
grand system of stories, which is learned and shared through 
social interaction and which serves as the foundation for 
interpreting all reality.”

• Michael Matthews. Is There a Reader of This Text (Unpublished Dissertation, Canterbury Christ Church University & Trinity Theological 
Seminary, 2016), 86.



The Universe Next Door, 
by James Sire Christianity Naturalism Pantheism Post-

Modernism

Reality God is The cosmos exists 
as a uniformity of 

cause/effect

Some things are 
more than others 
(reality levels of 

appearance)

The truth about the 
reality itself is 
forever hidden from 
us

Human Being Created in the 
image of God

Complex machines 
(chemical and 

physical)

Pass beyond 
personality by 

realizing oneness 
with cosmos

We make ourselves 
by languages 
constructed

At death… Gate to life with 
God or separation 
in hell

Extinction of 
personality and 
individuality

All roads lead to the 
one – end of 
personal existence

Morality Ethics  based on 
character of God

Social constructs Cosmos is perfect at 
every moment

A linguistic and 
social construct

Meaning of 
history

History is 
meaningful 
sequence leading to 
God’s purposes

Cause and effect 
with no purpose

Time is unreal; 
history is cyclical



The Universality of Narrative 

• “Narrative is present in every age, in every place, in every 
society; it begins with the very history of mankind and there 
nowhere is nor has been a people without narrative…narrative is 
international, trans-historical, transcultural: it is simply there, 
like life itself.” Roland Barthes. Image, Music, Text trans. Stephen Heath (New York: Hill and Wang, 1978), 79.



Human beings attempt to make sense of 
their experiences by way of story.

• “Story is a basic principle of mind.  Most of our experience, our 
knowledge, and our thinking is organized as stories.” Mark Turner.  The 
Literary Mind (New York: Oxford UP, 1996), v.

• Events are understood by the way in which they correlate to 
other events.
• A narrative is an arrangement of events in relation to one 

another, with the underlying belief that the meaning of the 
events must be seen in light of their correlations.
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Our beliefs are 
based on the stories 
we have been taught 
and embraced.



Discussion Questions



Worldview FAQs
• Every worldview asks and answers questions such as:
• What is reality?  Stories that deal with ultimate reality. 
• Who are we? Stories that shape our sense of identity
• Why are we here? Stories that shape our sense of purpose and value
• What’s wrong? Stories that explain the broken world in which we 

live and of which we are a part
• What’s the remedy? Stories that shape our hope or expectations

ALWAYS ask yourself how these compare to a biblical worldview. 
Highlight the disparity. 



Communication Breakdown

New Spiritual Truth

MESSAGE
DISTORTED

Mixture of Truth & Error

World View Grid



Learning from the Master 

• What are some of the things that Jesus did to bring people to a 
realization that their understanding of reality was skewed? 



Positioning for Impact 



Positioning for Impact 

• Think of a person or event that has significantly shaped the way 
you view reality – your worldview. 
• In what way did this event or person shape your reality about 

God, yourself, others, purpose, time, work, etc.? 
• If this can be traced back to a person, what was the primary 

factor that enabled that person to have such a powerful 
influence in your life? 


