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Session 5 Handout

The Universe Next Door, by James Sire



Use the worldview questions presented in session four to evaluate 
contemporary western culture. In your group, you will discuss 
these questions and answer them based on how you think a typical 
unbelieving American would answer them. 

• Every worldview asks and answers questions such as:

° What is reality? Stories that deal with ultimate reality 

° Who are we? Stories that shape our sense of identity

° Why are we here? Stories that shape our sense of purpose 
and value

° What’s wrong? Stories that explain the broken world 
  in which we live and of which we are a part

° What’s the remedy? Stories that shape our hope or 
   expectations

• What are some of the things that Jesus did to bring people to a 
realization that their understanding of reality was skewed? 

• Positioning for impact:

• Think of a person or event that has significantly shaped the way 
you view reality – your worldview. 

• In what way did this event or person shape your reality about 
God, yourself, others, purpose, time, work, etc.? 

• If this can be traced back to a person, what was the primary 
factor that enabled that person to have such a powerful influence 
in your life? 


